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Welcome to the 49th

Annual VFW Gun Show & Flea Market
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Shop Historic Hillsville, featuring a variety of 
quaint shops amid the buildings of a colorful 

pasts. Our friendly people will welcome you for a 
day or a lifetime.

For information about our community call:
276-728-2128 • fax: 276-728-9371

Main Street • Hillsville
email:hillsville@townofhillsville.com

www.townofhillsville.com

Come see the Virginia is for Lovers 
traveling LOVEwork in front of the 
Historic Carroll County Courthouse & 
Museum located at 515 North Main 
Street in Hillsville, from September 1-5, 
2016. The Virginia Tourism Corporation 
is helping us celebrate our Labor Day 

Flea Market & Gun Show held September 2-5, 2016, Come visit and 
do a little shopping, eating and picture taking. Be sure to share your 
pictures on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/VirginiaisforLovers 
or on twitter or Instagram #LOVEYA. We challenge you to post your 
fun pictures with the LOVE sign on the town’s Facebook page at 
www.Facebook.com/HillsvilleVA and see how many likes you get!

00847059
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As Mayor of Hillsville and on 
behalf of the Hillsville Town Coun-
cil, town employees and citizens 
of the Town of Hillsville, we would 
like to once again welcome every-
one to the 49th annual Gun Show 
& Flea Market. We sincerely hope 
that your time with us in Hills-
ville is enjoyable and we want to 
extend you the best of luck in fi nd-
ing many bargains.

Words can’t begin to express the 
amount of gratitude we have for all our 
town citizens who provide spaces for 
vendors and parking for shoppers visit-
ing our area. We also are greatly indebt-
ed to the VFW and the other citizens 
who open their land and put so much 
effort into making the Gun Show & Flea 
Market such a great event. While you 
are visiting Hillsville, we hope you will 
take time to check out the two very fi ne 
restaurants that have been added to our 
downtown area on North Main Street.

We would also want to express our 

appreciation to the Hillsville 
Police Department, the Carroll 
County Sheriff’s Department and 
the Virginia State Police for the 
support they provide year round, 
but especially during this event. 
These departments always do a 
great job with traffi c control and 
ensuring the safety of everyone. 
Likewise, we would like to give 
a special thank you to all the 

volunteer rescue squads and fi re depart-
ments that go beyond the call of duty in 
keeping everyone safe during this busy 
extended weekend.

We hope the weather is beautiful and 
we can all enjoy another Labor Day 
Weekend in Hillsville. On behalf of Hills-
ville Town Council, we welcome you to 
our town and wish you a great weekend 
of shopping. We hope you will come back 
often and soon.
Sincerely,
Greg Crowder
Mayor of the Town of Hillsville

Welcome to Hillsville

Hillsville 
Mayor Greg 
Crowder
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We Carry Men’s Shoes and Boots for

HANDBAGS * WALLETS * BILLFOLD
BELTS * ARCH SUPPORTS * AND

FOOT CARE PRODUCTS
DIABETIC SOX AND INSOLES

9:30-5 on Mon-Fri
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By Allen Worrell
aworrell@civitasmedia.com

For the fi rst time, attendees of the 
Labor Day Gun Show & Flea Market 
will be able to enjoy a true restaurant 
experience without having to leave the 
confi nes of the Grover King VFW Post 
1115 building in Hillsville.

Earlier this year, younger members of 
the post known as “The Young Guns,” 
opened Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen in the 
post building – a fully licensed restau-
rant open Tuesdays-Thursdays. This year 
for the annual Labor Day Gun Show and 
Flea Market, Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen 
will be open Friday-Monday of the show 
from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. Grill’s Sgt. Kitchen 
will feature several amenities the post’s 
kitchen has not been able to offer in the 
past.

“This year the biggest difference in the 

kitchen is we are now a licensed restau-
rant and we are going to eliminate some 
of the headache by creating lines. There 
will be two lines to take orders and our 
waitress will give you a ticket and you 
don’t have to stand in line,” said Mike 
Lara, Senior Vice Commander of VFW 
Post 1115 and the Grill Sgt. Kitchen 
Manager. “You can mingle with people 
or sit in a chair, and when your food is 
done they will call your number and you 
can pick it up. It will be more convenient 
for everyone. In the past, everybody just 
kind of stood in front of the window and 
yelled out orders and it just got bungled 
up.”

Additionally, Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen 
is completely automated this year, so 
it will be able to take checks and credit 
cards, something the VFW kitchen was 
never able to offer before. For the four 

Grill Sgt.’s Kitchen prepares food in VFW building

Photos by David Broyles/The Carroll News
VFW Post 1115 Auxiliary Members, from left, Valerie Barnes and Cassi Barnes put the finishing touches on 
a plate of food as Post Manager Mike Lara gets ready to take it out to a customer. The VFW Concession 
area will undergo major changes this year as it will instead be manned by the staff of Grill Sergeant’s 
Kitchen, a new restaurant inside Grover King VFW Post 1115.See GRILL | #X
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By David Broyles
dbroyles@civitasmedia.com 

A sentence from Novelist Mary Renault’s 
1953 work, “The Charioteer” sums up 
Hillsville’s Labor Day Gun Show and Flea 
Market safety preparations. Renault wrote, 
“There is only one kind of shock worse 
than the totally unexpected: the expected 
for which one has refused to prepare.”

Carroll County Fire/Rescue Operations 
Manager Everett Lineberry said behind-
the-scenes preparations over the last few 
weeks have built on Carroll County’s Emer-
gency Operations Plan (EOP), following 
an “expect the unexpected” philosophy. 
He explained a large part of the process 
is making sure resources are in-county or 
coming from other localities for the annual 
event, which routinely sees hundreds of 
thousands of participants.

The County’s preparations include Galax 
Police Department setting up their RV 
mobile communication center. Lineberry 
said this will include its own dispatcher 
focusing on the flea market.

“This year we have the opportunity to 
use some very sophisticated communica-
tion equipment during the flea market 
which was provided through a regional 
grant,” Lineberry said. “This will enhance 
communications in the flea market 
between our responders. We’re happy to 
be able to do this. One thing we see every 
year is it seems to be hot and dry so we 
have a lot of heat-related calls. Sometimes 
though, we do have some pretty good 
storms coming through.”

Recognizing the potential for disaster in 
this, a new partnership with the National 
Weather Service for hourly weather brief-
ings has been struck for this year’s event.

“This gives us the ability to commu-
nicate faster and with more information 
so personnel on site can better prepare,” 
said Lineberry. “The County 911 Control 
Center can push out notifications to cell 
phones in specific geographic locations so 
we can use this technology for mass com-
munication on a large scale to a specific 
area.”

Rescue squads including Piper’s Gap, 
Laurel Fork, Laurel and Cana will be 
in staging areas around the flea market 

grounds. According to Lineberry, Laurel 
will have a unit northwest of Hundley’s 
Pond (in the vicinity of Locust Street); 
Cana will be on Veteran’s Street, near VFW 
Post 1115, Piper’s Gap will be at CVS Phar-
macy and another unit will be at Highland 
Street.

Lineberry said these staging areas, 
including one for most of the ambulances 
on standby for the event (at CVS Phar-
macy), are located near easy-access routes 
such as U.S. 52. Experience with flea 
market crowds has taught responders the 
wisdom of using especially equipped All 
Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) to get to calls and 
transport victims back to ambulances.

“All our volunteers are from rescue 
squads in and around Hillsville, so natural-
ly someone has to cover the normal emer-
gency traffic we’ll have,” Lineberry said. 
“Carroll County Fire/Rescue will cover 
their calls. We will have one unit in Cana, 
one in Pipers Gap and two in Hillsville. We 
prep for the worst and hope for the best. 
So far we’ve been pretty lucky with no 
major incidents.”

Admittedly, this tweaking of the County 
EOP took on greater significance following 

the September 11 terrorist attacks. Infra-
structure keeping the County in touch with 
State and regional agencies for resources in 
case of an even more widespread disaster 
is already in place.

“This (planning for the unexpected) 
is difficult. It’s not how people regularly 
think,” said Lineberry. “Unfortunately in 
this day and age it is necessary.” Lineberry 
said the Carroll County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Virginia State Police and Hillsville 
Police Department will be on hand during 
the flea market.

He said the most common call respond-
ers answer is due to heat. He encouraged 
participants who do not plan on buying 
water to bring their own. Lineberry said 
participants should take advantage of 
shade. Cooling stations with water mis-
ters will be provided during the festival 
and “cooling chairs” will also be available. 
These specialized chairs use a cooling vest 
worn by sufferers who also place their fore-
arms in cool water so they will cool down 
quickly.

“We do see bee stings and cardiovascular 
issues regularly as well,” Lineberry said. 
“What happens is participants often think 

they will take their medications after they 
return from the festival and the unfamiliar 
flea market environment causes complica-
tions. People should plan to rest and take 
their time at the flea market. Have fun.”

Lineberry said “Hillfest 2016” will also 
be new ground for responders to cover. 
He said Parnell Productions has arranged 
for personnel to provide basic medical 
assistance to be on hand. The location of 
squads can also accommodate calls to the 
venue.

(While the Town of Hillsville does not 
encourage pets during the market, it 
reminds owners to keep pets hydrated and 
to keep dogs on a leash. According to Flea 
Market Manager Andy Bowman, neither 
the gun show inside the VFW or flea mar-
ket outside allows loaded weapons or ani-
mals unless they are certified helper dogs, 
but the animal must qualify as a full-service 
animal with all paperwork involved.)

“It is volunteers who bring their own 
equipment and make this happen, to a 
large part,” Lineberry said. “What they’re 
doing is not inexpensive. They rely on 
donations. I’m sure if someone was so 
inclined to give, they would appreciate a 
contribution during the market.”

David Broyles may be reached at 276-779-4013 or on 
Twitter@CarrollNewsDave.
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Responders prepare for worst, expects the best

David Broyles | The Carroll News
Emergency vehicles filed past in review in Hillsville during this year’s July Fourth Parade. The departments 
take a lower profile during the annual Flea Market and Gun Show but will once again be on hand to help 
participants. Partnerships and cooperation in a large part make safety preparations possible for the event.

David Broyles | The Carroll News

These supplies which included bandaging, sting 
swabs and medical supplies to cover routine Labor 
Day Flea Market and Gun Show injuries arrived at 
the Carroll County Rescue/Fire Department last 
week. The most common calls responders handle 
during the market are from heat.



2016 FLEA MARKET & GUN SHOWThe Carroll News Wednesday, August 31, 2016    5

S5

It may seem like quite an awesome set-
ting – the Hillsville VFW Post – for new-
comers visiting during the 49th annual 
Labor Day Gun Show & Flea Market, but 
if you are here for the first time or for the 
49th time, have no fear.

The VFW has many members on hand, 
ready to assist in making your visit an 
enjoyable experience.

During the entire run of the Gun Show 
& Flea Market, an information booth and 
communication center will be set up in 
the lobby of the VFW building, which is 
for emergencies only.

It will be manned nearly the entire 
time, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday and Monday, Labor Day. 
When the booth is not occupied, a VFW 
officer or member will be nearby to assist 
anyone in need, the number to get ahold 
of them is (276) 728-2911. The actual 
office for the flea market is behind kitchen 
#1. The phone number is (276) 728-5237.

On hand during most of these hours 
will be Post Commander Marty Rivera, a 
U.S. Navy Veteran, or Senior Vice Com-
mander Mike Lara and Gun Show Man-
ager Earl Baskett, as well as Flea Market 
Manager Andy Bowman.

“We want everyone’s experience at our 
biggest annual event to be one they will 
enjoy while they are here and one they 
will remember fondly for years to come,” 
said Donald Trausneck, Judge Advocate. 
“We are trying to anticipate everyone’s 
needs and stand ready to meet them.”

Among the services that will be provid-
ed at the information booth are an emer-
gency contact and announcement station 
as well as “lost and found.”

“Through our communication station, 
we can reach most of the VFW complex 
within a matter of minutes,” according to 
the Flea Market Manager. “With tens of 
thousands of people on the grounds all 
weekend long, this is extremely impor-
tant.

“We emphasize, though, that this is for 
emergency use only. No commercial or 
political announcements will be made, 
and no paging whatsoever unless a true 
emergency is involved. We ask that you 
make arrangements with your party in 
advance where and when you will meet to 
go home.”

Available for sale by the VFW at the 
information booth will be souvenir badges 
and possibly caps and T-shirts for the 
current and past flea markets, as well as 
information on future Flea Markets and 
events. Donations for the Buddy Poppies 
and our Veterans Food Bank will also be 
accepted.

In addition to the information booth 
and communication center, the VFW will 
have other facilities available with the 
convenience and comfort of its visitors 
foremost in mind.

“We will have local rescue squads sta-
tioned nearby,” the Flea Market Manager 
said. “We certainly hope they will never 
have to be used, but with so many people 

around, I am sure they will be busy. If 
you need emergency medical assistance, 
you should always find at least one rescue 
squad vehicle parked nearby. If you need 
assistance and cannot locate a vehicle 
right away, you are urged to visit the 
VFW communication booth inside the 
building and we will get help for you, or 
you cal call the Flea Market office.”

Officers from the Hillsville Police 
Department, Carroll County Sheriff’s 
Department and Virginia State Police as 
well as ATF agents (to do background 
checks for gun sales) will be on hand 

inside the VFW complex, or very near, 24 
hours a day. Security is also on duty day 
and night.

“We really do appreciate the help we 
get from local law enforcement officers 
year-round, and they are particularly 
important to us this weekend,” the Flea 
Market Manager said. “Also, the Hillsville 
Fire Department has been called upon in 
the past, and they will be nearby. I know 
we will be well covered if any emergency 
comes up.”

“If you want it or need it, we’ve got it!” 
the VFW promises.

VFW Post serves as heart of Labor Day festivities
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North End Trading Post
1631 N Main St., Hillsville, VA, 24343
North End Trading PostNorth End Trading PostNorth End Trading PostNorth End Trading PostNorth End Trading PostNorth End Trading Post

We will be your officially licensed VT, 
Nascar, NFL and NCAA Merchandise 

headquarters!  
Hats, Shirts, Jackets, 
Blankets, and more!

Opening Mid September:
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From page 2

Bemis

Taco salad has been among the favorite items at 
the new Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen inside the Grover 
King VFW Post 1115 building.

days of this year’s Gun Show and Flea 
Market, breakfast will be served from 
about 7-10 a.m. and lunch will run from 
11-4 p.m. There will be a breakfast menu 
and lunch menu each day of the show.

“It’s going to be longer hours, better 
food and better service,” Lara said. “The 
service is going to be better. When you 
come to the line and order your food, 
you can step away and you are not in the 
mix of the crowd. It will be order and 
move, order and move. I think everybody 
will enjoy the atmosphere of it a lot bet-
ter this year. We will have music playing 
and we will just be enjoying ourselves. It 
is not going to be, ‘What do you want?’ 
It’s going to be, ‘Hey, what can I get for 
you today?’”

For lunch, some of the items on the 
menu will include chicken wings, moz-
zarella sticks, friend pickles, hamburgers 
and hotdogs.

“You know we will have to break out 
the Grill Sergeant BBQ Bacon Cheese-

burger with our homemade Young Guns 
sauce. We may even break out our taco 
salad. It won’t be cheap hamburgers and 
hotdogs like before, it will be actual Grill 
Sergeant’s Kitchen food, real restaurant-
type food.” Lara said. “The breakfast 
menu will have sausage, bacon, ham, 
biscuits and eggs.”

Beverages will include Pepsi products, 
water, coffee, and a few selections of 
juice in the morning. All proceeds from 
the restaurant go back into the post’s 
general fund, Lara said, allowing the 
Young Guns as a committee to improve 
the community and work with veterans 
in need.

Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen is located 
inside the lobby of the Grover King VFW 
Post 1115 building in Hillsville. The 
restaurant is operated by volunteers, 
Lara said, noting more volunteers are 
accepted.

“If anybody in the community wants 
to volunteer and help, we are all about 
that,” he said. “If we can get our commu-
nity involved, that is even better.”

Allen Worrell can be reached at (276) 779-4062 or on 
Twitter@AWorrellTCN

Country fried steak is another item that has been 
popular at Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen inside the 
Grover King VFW Post 1115 building.

From page 3

Grill
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1035 N. Main Street 
Hillsville, Va
276-728-2041www.vaughanguynnandmcgrady.com

Vaughan-guy nn-Mcgrady
chapel

Wishing all a peaceful 
and relaxing Labor Day
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Machine Shop Services
3123 Carrollton Pike,
Woodlawn Va. 24381 

276-601-2326
www.thomasam.com

TAM T h o m a s
A U T O M A T I O N
M A N A G E M E N T ,  L L C

Happy Labor Day!

00847923
Welcome 

Fleas!
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• Auto • Home • Farm • Business • Mobile Home • Livestock

GRAYSON-CARROLL-
WYTHE MUTUAL
INSURANCE CO.

Established 1896
108 WASHINGTON ST. • GALAX, VA

276-236-8106 • 1-800-758-8106
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For anyone interested in setting up 
as a vendor at the VFW Post 1115 Flea      
Market – during either Labor Day week-
end or Memorial Day weekend – the   
procedure is very simple.

The fl ea market is coordinated for the 
VFW by a full-time fl ea market manager, 
and a separate fl ea market offi ce tele-
phone number has been established. All 
fl ea market business can be conducted 
by calling (276) 728-5237 or e-mail          
vfw1115fmmgr@gmail.com. If the staff 
is unable to answer your call right away, 
you can leave a message on the answering 
machine. But please be patient; this time 
of year there are usually up to 20 or 30 
calls at a time waiting to be answered.

Flea market vendor space rental also 
can be accomplished by printing out an 
application that is available online on the 
only offi cial VFW Post 1115 web site: 
www.groverkingvfw.com. This web site is 
updated on a regular basis.

Information for next year’s Flea Market 

is distributed at the gate as vendors check 
in for the current year. Vendors with no 
e-mail are encouraged to pay the full 
amount and get all their paperwork before 
they leave.

Due to the expense involved in making 
vendor rental registration as simple as 
possible, a $20 non-refundable deposit 
per space is required with each registra-
tion.

“We are trying to make it more conve-
nient and safer for the vendors by parking 
them on top of the hill on the Howlett 
Street side behind the shopping center. It 
is more level and has paid streets. It is not 
sloped and should be not cause problems 
of getting stuck,” Bowman said. “We will 
also have a U.S. Cellular mobile telephone 
truck up there. Also we have additional 
handicapped parking this year inside 
the VFW fence in rows 29, 30 and 31, if 
spaces are not fi lled up.”

Next year’s Labor Day Gun Show & 
Flea market will be Sept. 1-4, 2017.

How to set up as a f lea market vendor
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Hillsville, virginia

Open to the Public
Friday, May 27, 7am to 6pm
Saturday May 28, 7am to 6pm
Sunday, May 29, 7am to 6pm
Monday, May 30, 7am to 4pm

Food vendor Court set-up
electric available

Open to the public
Friday, September 2, 7am to 6pm

Saturday, September 3, 7am to 6pm
Sunday, September 4, 7am to 6pm
Monday, September 5, 7am to 4pm

Best show in the south
always a sell Out

everything Collectible

VFW Complex • Hillsville, VA
P.O. Box 1952, Hillsville, VA 24343

US 58-221, One Mile off I-77 Hillsville Exit No. 14
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RESERVE 
YOUR 

SPACE NOW 
FOR NEXT 

YEAR!

Gun Show: Earl Baskett 276-733-9918 • pbaskett85@yahoo.com
Flea Market Mgr: Andrew Bowman 276-728-5237

VFW Website: www.vfw1115.com • andycaps2000@yahoo.com

Sponsored by Grover King Post 1115
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